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IN THE ABSTRACT : 

Please amend the Abstract of the Disclosure as follows: 

The invention is relates to a method and apparatus for automatically reading bar code 
symbols. One aspect of the present invention concerns a method of reading bar code symbols 
using an automatic hand-holdable bar code symbol reading d e vice. In gen e ral, tho automatic bar 
cod e symbol r e ading device compris e s that includes a hand-holdable housing containing 
operative elements which provide an object detection field and a scan field each defined external 
to the housing. The m e thod involves automatically d e tecting the presence of an object is 
automatically detected within the object detection field by sensing object sensing energy 
reflected off the object. In a preferr e d embodim e nt, the object sensing e nergy is ER radiation 
produc e d from an obj e ct s e nsing e nergy sourc e disposed within the housing. In automatic 
response to th e d e t e ction of th e obj e ct within th e obj e ct det e ction field , the hand-holdable device 
automatically detects the presence of a bar code within the scan field using a laser beam 
produc e d within th e housing . Then, in automatic response to the detection of a bar code in th e 
scan fi e ld , the automatic hand-holdable bar code symbol reading device reads the detected bar 
code in the scan field by producing scan data signals from the detected bar code and thereafter 
collecting and analyzing the same. Anoth e r asp e ct of th e pr e s e nt invention concerns a hand 
holdable data collection device adapt e d for us e with th e automatic bar cod e symbol r e ading 
d e vic e to form a portabl e symbol r e ading syst e m charact e riz e d by versatility and simplicity of 
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